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Introduction

The sanctuary was the very center and focus of
life in the camp of Israel, and its physical location
at the center of camp reflected this. The term
sanctuary refers to the entire complex, holy
place, most holy place and court. However, the
Bible at times refers to the covered structure of
the holy place and most holy place as the
tabernacle of congregation which literally means;
the “tent of meeting”, for this is where God would
meet with the mediator of His people, the high
priest.

From the outside, the tabernacle of the congreg-

ation was not ornate, but rather plain and
unassuming in appearance, having an outer
covering of animal skins. However, the interior
spaces were a dazzling arrangement of colorful
woven fabrics and polished gold and silver
surfaces. The many details of furnishings, the
proportions of the spaces, materials and even
the color of the fabrics all served as symbols of
future realities of the Messiah’s work within the
plan of salvation. We will touch briefly on many
of these things in this study, but future studies
will investigate them in greater detail.

The sanctuary structure was completely
surrounded by a type of fence, a white linen
curtain wall, supported by acacia wood poles,

which were in turn, anchored with ropes and
stakes. The space inside this fabric wall was
called the court. When setting up camp in a new
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location, this rectangular court and sanctuary
within it, was always oriented on an east west
axis. The sanctuary structure occupied the west
portion of the court while the east area had a
single entry and contained two articles of
furniture, a large altar and a large water basin
called a laver. The sanctuary itself, or tent of
meeting, was divided into two spaces, both
having the entry facing east. The larger space
immediately accessible from the court, was the
holy place and had no wall on the east side, but
rather a large curtain from ceiling to ground.
Within this holy place there were three
furnishings, a table of shewbread, seven
branched candlestick, and an altar of incense.
Dividing the holy place from the smaller

apartment, the most sacred of all the spaces, the
most holy place was another curtain. It was within
the center of this space that the ark of the
covenant was placed.
The sanctuary was a most beautiful structure
with polished bronze, silver and gold, as well as
its colorful tapestries and ornate embroidery. It
was a very expensive structure to build and in
today's currency, the precious metals alone
would be valued at over three million dollars. So
how did a people who had been slaves for over
four hundred years possess enough wealth to
build this structure? And what does this ancient
structure reveal about a new covenant temple?
Lets search the Bible and find out.

The Court

There were three distinct ministries within the
sanctuary. First there was the ministry within the
court. This involved the repentant sinner bringing
a live lamb, goat, a dove or even a sparrow, to
the sanctuary for a substitute sacrifice for
himself. The actual sacrifice was made in the
court and parts of the sacrifice were washed in

water from the laver before burned on the altar of
burnt offering. There was also a morning and
evening sacrifice of a lamb, each and every day
of the year, known as the “daily”, to atone for the
sins of those penitent Israelites who were unable
to personally travel to the sanctuary.

1 The officiating priest was also to wash with water from the laver, symbolizing baptism, prior to
offering the sacrifice at the altar of burnt offering, which represented a future substitutionary sacrifice.
Did Jesus fulfill both the symbol of baptism and sacrifice? Matthew 3:13, 27:35

Note: Jesus was baptized in water and later offered Himself as a sacrifice to atone for the sins of
mankind and both events took place on earth in full view mankind. Both of these symbols took place
within the court of the old covenant sanctuary. Thus the court of the sanctuary represents the location
that these events occurred, which is this earth. The ministry in the court was open and visible to anyone
wishing to observe. However, the ministry within the holy place and most holy place were concealed by
veils. No one but the ministering priest could see what was happening within the sanctuary. So it is with
the true sanctuary structure in heaven, it too is hidden from our view.

Holy Place

Second there was the ministry within the holy
place which involved a small portion of the blood
of the sacrifice made in the court. This blood was
carried by the priest into the holy place and
placed upon the horns of the altar of incense,
symbolically transferring the sin of the penitent
sinner, through the blood into the sanctuary. In

addition to this blood ceremony, also included in
the holy place ministry was the table of
shewbread, which received fresh bread every
Sabbath. There was also the seven branched
candlestick which was replenished with olive oil
each day and was kept burning continually. This
ministry within the holy place was referred to as
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Most Holy Place

Lastly there was the ministry of the most holy
place which occurred only once each year. It
involved two very specific sacrifices and required
the High Priest, clad in special garments, to enter
alone into the most holy place, into the presence
of God at the ark of the covenant. This was the

ceremony of the day of atonement and was
performed near the end of each year to cleanse
the sanctuary of the sins that had symbolically
accumulated over the past year. This process
symbolically “cleansed” both the sanctuary and
the congregation from all contamination of sin.

2 The holy place and most holy place of the sanctuary is in heaven. How can we possibly enter into the
true sanctuary? We enter in by __________. Hebrews 10:19-23

Note: We will discover in these studies, even though the true holy place and most holy place
are hidden from our view in heaven, we can see and even experience very real and definite evidence
of that ministry, even though we cannot see it. We see it through the eye of faith.

Yearly Feasts

Along with the sanctuary services, Israel also celebrated annual festivals. These celebrations were
divided into two categories, the spring feasts and the fall feasts. The spring feasts consisted of feast of
unleavened bread which was seven days long and included passover and firstfruits. The final feast of
the spring was the feast of weeks, later known as pentecost. The fall feasts consisted of the feast of
trumpets, day of atonement, and feast of tabernacles.

We won't get into the feast days much right now, but later in this series we will be studying each one of
them. The feasts are both commemorative and prophetic in nature which in itself reveals a divine origin.
They mark significant events in God's leading in Israel's history as well as key events within the true
plan of salvation in the new covenant, spanning time right up to the very final events of earths history.

the “daily”, since the priest was required to
perform these tasks every day. The morning and

evening sacrifice was also included in the “daily”
service.
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1. Egypt, along with many other nations and cultures, was steeped in sun worship and believed their
Pharaoh was a god. The God of Israel JEHOVAH, through Moses, demanded that Pharaoh let Israel
go out from Egypt. Pharaoh resisted this demand and in so doing was fighting against God. What
events did God use in this battle to conquer Egypt and free His people? Joshua 24:5

Note: God sent ten successive plagues upon Egypt. When God, through Moses demanded that
Pharaoh let Israel go, Pharaoh actually increased the Israelites labor and this action against Israel, was
in fact, an act of aggression against the God of Israel.

2. In the new testament, what does God use to conquer those who oppress His people at the very end?
Revelation 15:1

3. The night Israel left Egypt, what did they receive from the Egyptians? Exodus 3:20-22
Note: In war, the victorious would plunder the conquered. They would take for their own, the

valuables of those who they had defeated. This is what happened that night in Egypt. God had
conquered Egypt with a mighty hand, and Israel took out from Egypt, great wealth, the spoils of victory.

4. When Israel came to Mt Sinai and Moses received instruction to build the sanctuary, from where did
they get all the materials necessary for its construction? Exodus 35:4-9

5. How much offering did the people bring for the building of the sanctuary? Exodus 36:3,6,7

6 What did God say was the ultimate goal or purpose of the sanctuary? Exodus 25:8
Note: God loves his creation. He loves His people and He desires to dwell with them. The whole

purpose of the sanctuary was to implement a plan that would allow God and man to one day dwell
together face to face. The sanctuary reveals that path back to God.

7 Once completed, what was the entire sanctuary and all of its furnishings anointed with, prior to
beginning its use? Exodus 40:9

Note: In scripture, the anointing oil is a symbol for the Holy Spirit. This is why it is used to anoint
the holy things of the sanctuary, as well as to anoint the high priest prior to him ministering in the
sanctuary. But notice, the Holy Spirit does not dwell in objects such as gold altars, candlesticks, or
buildings like the sanctuary, He dwells in people. So why were these objects anointed with a symbol of
the Holy Spirit? Could it be that they represented something much greater to come? Perhaps not a
thing, but a person?

Study Questions: Financing the Sanctuary

Two Buildings, Two Bodies

8 What was Jesus referring to when He said to the jewish leaders “Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.” John 2:19-21

Note: Jesus referred to his own body as a temple. Every part of the temple, or sanctuary, its
services and sacrifices pointed forward to some portion of Jesus' ministry within the plan of salvation.

9 The wilderness sanctuary was a physical structure that was a representation of the sanctuary in
heaven. We can look at the old testament sanctuary that was on earth and know what the ministry
and activities of the sanctuary in heaven are. Jesus is the living temple, but he is in heaven.
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Does the Bible describe another temple on earth today? 1Corinthians 3:16, 17
Note: This principle applies to the christian church. The church is the new covenant temple of

God on earth and its role is to rightly reflect the character of God.

10 Do the scriptures elsewhere identify the church as the body of Christ? 1Corinthians 12:27,
Ephesians 4:12

Note: So the new covenant church is referred to as the “body of Christ”, and as well as the
“temple of God”. This concept is very important to understand, especially when we come to exposing
the counterfeit.

11 Does this temple of God on earth apply to just the corporate body of believers known as the church,
or does it apply to me personally? 1Corinthians 6:19, 20

Note: Each one who professes Christ is the temple of the Holy Spirit and has a solemn
responsibility to rightly reflect His character to the world.

12 Earlier in this study we learned that the sanctuary and all the instruments in it represent the
Messiah and that they were each anointed with oil, a symbol of the Holy Spirit. Was Jesus anointed
by the Holy Spirit, thus fulfilling this symbol? Matthew 3:16, Acts 10:38

13 Was the church, God's temple on earth, also anointed by the Holy Spirit? Acts 2:3,4,38
Note: It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that God’s church can rightly reflect the

character of Jesus Christ.

14 God gives His Holy Spirit to those who Him. Acts 5:32

15 The Bible describes the church as the temple of God on earth. Who is this “temple” made up of?
Ephesians 2:11-13,16 and

16 The church, called the temple of God, is made up of believing gentiles and jews. This temple is
built upon the foundation of _____________ and ______________. Ephesians 2:19,20

17 Who is the cornerstone of this temple? Ephesians 2:20
Note: What is the significance of a cornerstone? In construction, the cornerstone is the first

stone laid after which all other foundation stones are to align with. The position of the cornerstone
determines the location and orientation of the rest of the building. It all has to align with the
cornerstone. Jesus Christ the only true overcomer of Israel, is that cornerstone upon which all of the
temple of God is built upon. It is His character that we are transformed into by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

18 From the outside, the sanctuary did not appear to be anything exceptional. It was covered with
dark animal skins that looked rather drab and plain. All of its beauty was inside. Likewise, Isaiah 53:2
predicted that it would not be any outward beauty of the Messiah that would attract others. What was
it that would draw people to Him? John 12:32,33, John 15:13

19 Jesus exhibited the perfect love of God, even to the point of sacrificing His own life that others
might live. This was that inward beauty that drew others to Him. Likewise, among the followers of
Jesus, their beauty is not to be gold and silver ornaments, or extravagant clothing, but what? 1Peter
3:3,4, John 13:35

Note: It is the purpose of the followers of Jesus, the temple of God on earth, to accurately
reflect the character of Jesus.
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Exposing the Counterfeit

20 The new testament describes a temple in heaven and also a new covenant temple of God on
earth, known as His church. Jesus Christ is ministering in the temple in heaven. Who does Paul write
will sit in the temple of God on earth? 2 Corinthians 6:16, 2 Thessalonians 2:3,4

Note: We have already learned in a previous lesson that true Israel and the christian church
are one. We also have discovered that this body of believers, those who are in Christ, are actually the
new covenant temple of God. So the temple that this antichrist sits in, is actually the church, and as
we will discover in a future study, he is there right now!

21 The Bible sometimes portrays God’s true church as what? Jeremiah 6:2

22 God has one true church sometimes symbolized as a pure woman. The Bible portrays a
counterfeit church that appears near the end of time as what? Revelation 17:1-3

23 The exterior of the sanctuary was very plain. However, all of the fabric inside the sanctuary, for the
curtains at each of the three entries, the inner roof covering as well as the ephod for the high priest,
was created using what three specific colors? Exodus 39:1,2

24 The scarlet was the color of blood sacrifice. The purple was the color of royalty. What did the blue
represent? Numbers 15:38-40

25 This false church promotes herself as the true church, using two of the three sanctuary colors.
Which color is missing? Revelation 17:4

Note: The color blue, representing the commandments of God, is missing. This is a most
important point and one that we will study in depth in a future lesson.

Abraham was looking for a city who's builder and maker was ______. Hebrews 11:8-10.
Note: The city Abraham looked forward to was not built by man. Jesus said my kingdom is not

of this world. It was the desire for an earthly kingdom that led to ancient Israel to not only reject the
Messiah and his kingdom which they claimed to be looking for, but actually work to try to destroy both
He and his kingdom. The same danger exists today, for most of the Christian world is again looking
for an earthly kingdom.

If Christians are focused on a counterfeit temple built by man here on earth, could they also be setting
themselves up to receive a counterfeit messiah within that temple? Who transforms himself to appear
as an angel of light? 2Corinthians 11:14

Conclusion

The sanctuary structure has three apartments
that contain different furnishings that enable the
priest to fulfill their specific ministry at the
appointed time. Within the court, which
represents the earth, the sacrifice is made and
placed on the altar. Within the holy place the
priest performs the “daily” service, which

symbolically transfers the sins of the individual,
into the sanctuary. Lastly, the most holy place is
where the high priest enters only once each year,
to cleanse the sanctuary and congregation from
all confessed sin. Each of these ministries had a
set time in the old covenant and likewise in their
fulfillment there is a set time for each.
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While the old covenant sanctuary was a
representation of the sanctuary in heaven, there
is also a temple, or sanctuary on earth, and is
under construction even now! It is the temple of
God, called the church, and also true Israel as we
learned in an earlier study. Numerous times the
new covenant writers refer to the church as the
temple of God, or the temple of the Holy Spirit.

Just as ancient Israel, in gratitude for their
deliverance from bondage, brought a great
freewill offering for the building of the sanctuary.
So it should be in the new covenant. We should
in gratitude for deliverance from the bondage of
sin, bring a freewill offering of time, talent, and

resources, to build up the new covenant temple,
the church of God.

The counterfeit says look for a physical temple,
built in Jerusalem. Jesus said, my kingdom is not
of this world. Those looking for a “third temple”
built in Jerusalem, are looking for the wrong
temple, in the wrong city. The true temple is
God’s people and the city is New Jerusalem
which is in heaven, but will one day descend to
earth. The idea of a physical third temple built in
Jerusalem diverts the attention from Jesus
ministry in heaven as well as the ministry of His
church.


